The Corning of the Portuguese

the people of Calicut that " some of them have
big beards and long hair, whilst others clip their
hair short or shave the head, merely allowing a
tuft to remain on the crown as a sign that they
are Christians." One may, too, without being
guilty of irreverence, be permitted a smile at
the picture of Gama and his companions going
solemnly to "Mass55 in a Hindu temple, under
the Impression that it was a Christian church,
and the side remark of Joao de Sa, as he knelt by
the side of Gama: " If these be devils, I wor-
ship the true God.33* The scene irresistibly re-
calls Abu~l-FazFs famous inscription which so
admirably sums up Akbar3s eclectic religion,
though none would have been sooner to reject
it with scorn than the devout men who were at
that moment living though unwitting witnesses
to its truth. " They threw holy water over us,"
says the author of the Roteiro, " and gave us
some white earth, which the Christians of this
country are in the habit of putting on their
foreheads, breasts, around the neck, and on the
forearms. They threw holy water upon the cap-
tain-raajor,t and gave him some of the earth,
which, he gave in charge of someone, giving
them to understand that he would put it on
later."!

During his stay at Calicut a horse was
brought to Vasco da Gama, that he might ride
on it to his lodgings. According to the custom

* Castenbeda, p. 57.         t i.e., Vasco da Gama.         J Roteiro^ p. 54.
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